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Owen County Chamber Public Restroom Facility ($25000 in 20 days)
June 12th began the “It’s GO Time” Fundraiser for Spencer’s new public restroom facility and 20 days later the goal of meeting $25,000 was met! “Meeting the goal in just 20 days, well that makes a statement” expressed Marce King, Executive Director of the Owen County Chamber of Commerce and Economic Development.  “It says that Owen County is on a trajectory for success and our citizens are determined to keep moving forward no matter what kind of year we are facing. This year has most certainly seen its share of difficulties, but in the face of those difficulties Owen County has shown its spirit of generosity, cooperation, and mutual respect.”
Not only was $25,000 dollars raised for the public restroom facility, but with a grant from the Indiana Housing and Community Development Authority that donation will be matched dollar for dollar fully funding the $50,000 project. 
One of the campaigns to raise funds during the 20 days was to “Shop Local - Support Local”. Several local businesses in Spencer, Gosport, and the surrounding area donated a portion of their sales on Father’s Day weekend to the Restroom Project. “I wanted to help out towards this project because I love my community. I want it to be successful and it’s important to take care of one another, especially when times are tough.” stated Terri Steffen owner of Studio 560 and a participant in the “Shop Local - Support Local” campaign.
Spencer Main Street showed their support of the project by partnering with Babbs Supermarket and selling Steve Withem’s famous porkburgers.   Spencer Main Street board member Steve Withem remarked, “This was the single largest fundraising day I have ever had!  Rob Babbs and his awesome team made it so easy.” 
Along with the individual and business donations the project made swift work of raising the funds. Moments like these are never made in the moment. They are always a culmination of hard work and individuals who take the time to act.
The public restroom facility goes hand in hand with Owen County’s new Economic Development Strategy Plan that was finalized in early spring of the year.  The project will help springboard many new quality of place projects increasing Owen County’s livability. The restroom facility is located directly in the heart of Spencer's Historic Downtown and on the health and wellness MYPath trail system. This handicap accessible facility will serve all of Spencer's festivals, Downtown events, and offer an amenity to tourists. A mural will also be part of the project as the American Legion has donated their exterior wall that faces the restroom. The mural for the site has been created by local artist Israel Hogan and the title of the artwork is "The Heart of Our Community". 
That is exactly what this community has - Heart! This small community in Indiana is on the GO!

 
Owen County Chamber Networking & Membership
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 Owen County Chamber Bridge Grant
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 Owen County Chamber Back2School Expo
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Owen Broadband Initiative -2020

‘The Owen County Chamber of Commerce worked with SCI REMC In the frst and second quarter of 2020
to gather community support for a grant opportunity to bring fiber and internet access to Owen County.
SCI REMC's goal was to ensure that their electric members had access to reliable, affordable, high-speed
internet. Grant funding would potentially allow them to provide service to unserved areas of Owen
County soaner as well as expanding the project to other parts of Owen County. SCI REMC needed to
hear from the citizens of Owen County! They needed everyone to wite 3 leter, one letter telling a story
about how the internet and/or the lack of, affected the day-to-day lfe in Owen County. This was the

time for Owen voices to be heard] Too long had our students had to sit outside in their car around the
Gourthouse or McDonalds, trying to get their homework done; too long had our senior ctizens who lack
transportation not been able to order medicine oniine.

The Owen County Chamber of Commerce led the way in @ massive letter writing campaign. The
Chamber worked with local communities and schools to set up letter stations. The Chamber also created
a digital advisory team made up of local stakeholders who regularly communicate with our local fiber
contractors. Thanks to the out-poring of support and efforts of Owen citizens, Owen County was
‘awarded 3.5 milion dollars from the state of Indiana in 2020 for fiber construction! The Owen County
Chamber also became the state laison for both the Town of Spencer and Owen County and assisted in
the application for Broadband Ready community status. After working with both government entites to
create broadband ordinances both the Town of Spencer and Owen County received their Broadband
Ready Community Status from the Lt. Governars office in December of 20201

7:48PM
P Type here to search 51772021





image2.png
M Membership and NetworkingSu' X @ Networking and MembershipSu X |+ )

C Y @ File | C/Users/Lindsey/Downloads/Networking%20and%20Membership%20Submission.pdf a*x @

Sit.. @ Indiana ChamberE.. @ Weblink Connect @ Executive Search Re »

Apps G Hompage @ BBChamber Outsta MemberClicks

Networking and Membership Submission....

Networking looked very different in 2020. However, The Owen County Chamber of Commerce was able
to have some in person events before Covid -19 started and then also we were able to continue with our
in-person events once we created our Covid Assurance plan that aligned with COC regulations. We.
started the year with three new programs, Coffee Connect (for those members who were avallable in
the mornings), After Hours (for members who had availabilty in the evening), and Chamber Challenge.

Coffee Connect was held at the Chamber and allowed for a more Intimate setting. A maximum of ten
members attended. Coffee and doughnuts were served and the Chamber was able to go over who we
are and what we do for our members. It s also a time for our members to share about themselves,
This was a FREE event.

After Hours was held at various member locations in Owen County. The Chamber encouraged the
location to have live music, food, and giveaways. These events provided an opportunity for members to
eonnect but in a larger, more social setting. The members also really liked showing off their
establishments. This was a FREE event,

Chamber Challenges were held at member locations also (Our local brew pub and recreational acilty).
Members would create  team of four and challenge other members ion a riendly game of famly feud!
‘The Chamber provided drinks and snacks. The Chamber made sure to present our winners with a used,
‘gaudy trophy donated from the school and have their picture placed In the local paper celebrating their
win and highiighting their business. Our last Chamber Challenge of 2020 was altle different. We chose
to compete in axe throwing ~ which worked out great since It was outside and members could social
distance.

Another new nitiative for our membership was our Small Business Saturday Monopoly Campaign. The
Chamber created a monopoly board and promoted weeks ahead of small business Saturday to ensure:
that the community was prepared to” Shop Local". Businesses offered discounts or deals exclusively for
that day. Each time a customer purchased from a local business, their board received a stamp. Once.
customers collected 2 monopoly, they were then able to bring their boards to the Chamber to redleem
for “Chamber Bucks"- gift certficates to the local businesses that participated. It was a huge hit with
shoppers and the local businesses really worked together, especially once they found out who else was,
on their property monopoly!
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Economic Recovery Plan- 2020
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Owen County Back to School Expo- 2020
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